A —
% ——

T -
B A

R

WAYS TO
PRESERVE
CLASSIC B M

WHETHER YOU NEED TO = R e ) - ' My B 6 Sl e
RESTORE OR SIMPLY PROTECT . g : v M e e
YOUR PRECIOUS GEM, P e - _ 3 : AR - . DT S o
|T'5 lM PUHTANT T'l.'.l TAI{EAETIDH. : : : - | : : Resteratian dene right: Res=anch helped
CHECK OUTTHIS PRIMER : ! _ architects Jackson and Kahn imprave Wilsen's

original Smmdands design (Mo, 1 shewn]
EY RONWHITTEN

E MARCH 12, 2012 £ SOLFRRRLDSDM ERLEWIRLDCOM } MARCH 12, 2002 33




Fhitecture.

b doing something. Here are five suppestions:

NGERPRINTS

hitestie of the course that makes it o elassie in

BER ve it would seem logical, Still, many clubs feel
BRE per to tuen everything over to a club historian or

are ather, less risky wovs Lo save money.

I this economy almeet cvery architect 12 willing (o
prepare a renovation plan, but not every architect is com-
fortable dealing with restoration or the re-sstablishment
of g partieular arehitectural sivle. So proper choiee might
reguire seme hemework, imvestigoting not only prior
restoration projects done by that architect but also clubs
that rejected his services,

For example, there's one desipner (who shall remain
nareless) who s considered an absolute expert on Donald
Fozs, For good reazon. He does Aawless Ross. Yot when
hired to reclaim a 1950z Hobert Trent Jones design, he
couldn't develop much enthustasm and was ultimately
dismissed. That's OK. There are horses for courses.

It might prove worthwhile to take a chanee ona
neweomer who will have the fime and impetus to do
research, Tim Jackson and David Kabn were two former
Tom Facio assoeistes who formed a partnership in
2008, One of their firet jobs was restortion of the Dick
Wilson-designed Sunnylands, the nine-hole backyard
course on the Walter Annenberg Estate in Rancho
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fan elubs for Donald Foss, Alister MarkKenzie, AW
reux Emmet, Seth Raynor, Walter Travis or Robert
SLrong from your William B. Langford. You love classic prolf

2 vou doing anything to preserve it? Especially if you belong
to a clul that possesses a course considered a elassie, you ought to

Begun in the 1990s under the cover nr

ren'm'.al pregramisa
a classic can e reclaimed.

Mirnge, Calif. They knew lttle of Wilson's work (who
dicd in 1963), so they took the time to vizit several of his
most prominent courses, mcluding Meadew Brook Club
on Long Island and Pine Tree in Florida, Their embeace
of Wilson's characteristics, such s the bong, runway tees
and heovy Bunkering in front of every groen, mn counber
to their training under Fazio bt resulted in a reztoration
that actually improved upon Wilson's original plan while
keeping faithiul to it.

So the main rule in selecting o consulting architeet
should bes Hive o designer who can suppress his or her cgo,

PR el built with “push-up” greens, so-
ilders simply puzhed up the existing 2aoil
|}:H|q andd grassed tham. Very fow incorporated
£ e, and although the slants and cants of
o idind adeguate surlace drainoge in the
old doys of inflieguent wotering, the same putting surfoces
todday can’t handle the large amounts of irrigation needed
to keep tightly mown shallow-rooted grasses from burning
out or developing disease. Eoutine serifying and topdress-
i Bios helped develop o sandy lg'er on bop, bul deep
down, classic greens are constipated,

Rebuilding the greens to USGA specifications for

optimum internal dininage is the ideal, if pricey, solu-
Lion, But many clubs fear losing the genuine contours of
their greens.

&n the solution has heen to amend the soil in the greens
to lonsen its density and improve dreainage. For more than
adecade the most populor methods were either Deill amd
Fill, which literally drilled a pattern of foot-decp holez
across the green and filled them with sand, or a slit-drain-
ape system such as WaterWick, which used o vibirating
blade to cut foot-deep rows across o green before inject-
ing it with zond, Seme courzes utilized both metheds, The
drawhback was that such technigues still made a mess of a
green's surface, and certain subtle contowrs were lost.

The recently introduced XG0 drainage system by TTH
Goll invelves installation of lateral deainage Trom the top
down, in trenches deeper and wider than methods such
a3 WaterWick. The process involves less disruption to the
putting swrfaee and thus, hopefully, more preservation of
the past, XGD was used suceessfully at Oakmont pior 1o
the 2007 ULE Open, Those greens, doting Nom 1903, used
o dhrain one-hall-imeh of water pey hour, They new deain
six inches per hour

TFoor those desiring a complete rebuild from drain tile up
ueing a USGA-zpevified greens mix, there are methods
of mapping existing green surfaces to duplicote ¢lassic
contours. Perhaps the most prominent is GreenScan 30

developed by Scolt Pool, a former Pete Dye associote who
neny specializes in putting-surface roplication, His digital
seanning of a green creates more than 14,000 data points
e soquare foot, allowing him to pumantes that every
soquare inch of a green can be reprodueed to the tolerance
of two millimeters.

Many other contractors now offer gimilar technology,
and Fool and others can maodify the contours by slight de-
prees toestablish more workable hole locations for today's
green speeds,

The main rule in preserving elazsic greens: One woy o
another, get them to deain.

Buired positioning the ball off the tee
for the best approach angle. Fair-

the 19502 and 19605 were parrower, but both men eon-
templated that players would work the ball both wavs
in the wir, off the tee and into the green, and left plenty
of air space Lo do so.

BMoet of thizs has been obfuzeated by 20 vears worth of
tree planting, programs initiated by green chairmen bent
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on 1eaving o legaey o, in many cases, memorialz meant to
honor departed loved ones and elub members,

Bost trees were planted with little knowledge or
regard as to how big they would get, how much water
they would rob from turfgrass o, mast importantly,
how mueh sunlight and air they would block Teom tees,
fairways and greens,

Aesthetios and plyability aside, most classic courses are
over-Lreed eeause of apronomice reasons, Clear-eutling all
wepetation, in the manner that uliimately oceurred of Oak-
ment CO near Pittsburgh, is probably not practical or rea-
somable for most elubs. I vou're lueky, the vindeties planted
o your course have resched maturity, will soon die g fatural
cleath and will meed to e removed, O they'me Belng wiped
ot by o disense or beetle, as happened at Olympic Clhab, the
remurkably sunshing site of this year's US. Open.

The task is how to convinee tree-hugeers ot vour eluls,
whao are probably o mejorily of the members, that tree
removal will make for more enjovable and playable con-
ditions, ArborCom, a Toronto-hased firm, leads the field
in Eenerating computer models that graphically demon-
strate which trees need Lo be prined and which need oo be
remeved, Using astronomic algorithms te determine the
aun's position throughout the vean, it can show members
just hoaw little sunlight reaches certain tees and greens
and why prass never seems Lo grow in those areas.

Too expensive? Well, there’s o new smartphone apg
called the Sun Seeker that provides similar data but ina
less graphic wnyt You can take a recaleitrant golfer to o
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spot an a green, point the phone at o giant oak and show
how few hours of sunlight reach that spot, even on the
longest day of the vear

IT that's net persuasive, then print out and post in your
club soae of the writingz of Danlop White 1, former
pregident of the Donald Ross Society, who has written
passionately and frequently on the virtues of chainsaws in
reclaiming classic golf architecture,

When it comes (o Lrees, o clossle course is no classie i
it's a shady, patchy, mudidy mess,

& buile with steam zhovels or mules and
teep, dramatic slopes around bunkers
siv youth it didn't take mueh to maintain
re plupzed with clumps of fescue that
only by roanwater Todny, auto-
mmatie i covers all such slopes and the resulting
fast-growing uniform turf that blankets them demands
hand maintenance that pobbles up budgets. The solution
15 not to destroy the architecture in order to reshape the
land into mower-leiendly inelines, It is to be paticnt and
wait for robotic technolegy to produee 2 mower that goes
where no man can stand ersct.

There are several such mowers already on the market,
ineluding the British company Ransomes Jocobsen's
Spider [, Hig and cumbersame with a price to mateh,
in exeess of 540,000; the RoboGreen, which resembles

a miniature bulldoeer; and the Hybrid 44-T by Evatech,
which sports rubber tank treads, But all those are radio-
controlled and require an operator standing by, The

next peneration needs to incorporate the technology of
Precize Path, whose abulaus RGE robotie preons mower
utilizes lasers and land-pogitioning deviees to guide the
mower on computer-designated paths, fresing up work-
ers for other tasks.

However, Precise Path is probably vears away from
developing a rough mower So for Che time being, we'll
continue to mow classic slopes with push mowers and
ropes. But by the 20805, robots will surely smerge and ns
with caleulators, computers and cell phones, thngs will
get zmaller and smallers including price togs.

O0L
L novement amang fns of elassic
nzistz itz not modern technology that'’s
vl courses obsolete, 115 consumerism,
golfers to buy the newest, hottest, lon-
ving draver or e or oIl ball, ot they do
While the labest ond greatest in cquipment in the hands of
high-handicappers might not really pose much of a threat
to o grand old course, there is a perception that it does,
which has led to sueh defensive methods as longer yard-
apes, deeper bunkers and faster greens.

Former tour player Joln Erckson hasz propozed o Per-
simman Golf Tour Its viability among champion players

Grgsensean 30

{Far beft) ensures
accurate green
replication Roboedic

technclogy such as
ithe Spider |, Hybrid

44T andt Roboarntsn
{chockwise from
center) coutd be the
answer For miceing
steep slopesan
classic designs.

wi'll leave to others, but itz proposed males make perfect
sonse for those who love classic architecture and are will-
ing to g low-tech to prove it.

Woods must be carved from wood, irons forged from
iron. The foce of o deiving club mast Be no more than
three inghes wide and two inches high, with wood or steel
shafts, weighing no less than 12 ounces. Wedges cannot
exceed 36 derrees in loft. Mo elub can mensure more than
44 inches, A low compression ball (n halfdozen good ones
are o the market) must be played, In the interestz of poge
of play, putting without remeving the flagstick is allowed
aevel 21l drops for out-of-bounds, Jost ball, unplavable le
afved water hazaieds shall be the same, in the Tirway, 30
vards ek, with o one-stroke penalty

Part of Erickson’s motivation is to match the gear
to the course. Lot new 8000-vard couwrses be tackled
with the latest equipment, but play the classics with the
implements that were intemded 1o be used on them, He
contemplates that cluly members would enjoy 2eeing their
home course plaved by profossionals with persimmaons
and forped blades, because the pros would be hitting from
spols that amateurs reach with modern clubs, He also
Telz that iF amatewrs were to play with persimimons, they
would gain a greater appreciation for professionals” skill,

This is but one wrinkle in the proposed bifurcation of
rules, which is all the buss right now. Truth is, i€ doesn't
toke o national movement o make it hoppen. I just takes
one fowrsome, with old-school clubs and balls, whoe want (o
experience 8 classic course in all its glory, ew
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